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 Salesian  

Cooperators 
(Province of Great Britain) 

Report of the Day of Reflection—Pilgrims of Hope 

Battersea House  16 November 2024 

Over 50 cooperators from Battersea, (now South London), Chertsey, and Cowley centres came together with 

the Provincial council, FMA sisters and  SDB’s from Battersea House for this day of Recollection. 

Kate welcomed everyone and introduced the Provincial council, before Dan led the opening prayer, reading 

and meditation. 

Todays reflection on the Pilgrims of Hope was being presented by Fr Francis Preston and he introduced his talk 

contents as mainly referrals of Don Bosco and Pope Francis who has nominated 2025 as being a Jubilee year of 

Hope who has invited  us all to be Pilgrims of Hope by visiting Rome during 2025. 
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Fr Francis then told of when Don Bosco met Don Calosso near Bechi at a parish jubilee celebration in 1829 

and after a conversation with Don Bosco, he became his mentor  in becoming a priest. In his memoirs Don 

Bosco referred to Don Calosso as his greatest benefactor. 

It is the Popes wish that the year of Hope next year will enable the world to reflect on the many conflicts in 

our world and pray that peace will prevail. Don Bosco was a man of peace. He created peacemakers among 

his boys to prevent fighting and using bad language. As Salesians , we should become peacemakers to pre-

vent any acts of violence and promote peace and enable local communities to live together in harmony. 

Pope Francis promotes the need for countries to work together to  enable a social harmony that children 

can be born into  rather than being restricted.  We should become Life Guardians  from the womb to the 

tomb. As Pilgrims of Hope,  Pope Francis  stated that there are several groups of peoples that we should   

improve their situations. 

Prisoners: are deprived of their dignity, freedom and respect.. 

Don Bosco was involved in the prisons of Turin and experienced their treatment, especially the boys in pris-

on. It was then that he decided to dedicate his ministry to the care of youth. 

The Sick: Signs of Hope shown be shown to the sick at home and in hospitals 

Don Bosco used to visit houses in Turin for the sick and disabled and introduced his boys to accompany him. 

At that time tuberculosis  and pneumonia  was paramount in Turin and many boys dies even though Mama 

Margaret cared for them. This caring for the sick is part of our Salesian mission. 

The Young: Despite the embodiment of Hope, today the young see their dreams practically unattainable; we 

should show care and support in enabling them to achieve as they are our world’s future. Fr Francis remind-

ed us that Don Bosco quoted in the first pages of his publication, “The Companion of Youth” that he loves all 

youth. 

Migrants: need our help and support for Hope in their search of a better life for themselves and families.  

Migrant boys from the surrounding countryside flocked to Valdocco and Turin to work and Don Bosco wel-

comed them all. Next year 2025 will be the 150th anniversary of the 1st group of Salesian missionaries leav-

ing Valdocco for South America. We should always be open to welcoming strangers.  

The Elderly: Don Bosco tells the story of when after meals at Valdocco, his fellow confrere all leave the re-

fectory and he was normally on his own, Luke Costa came and sat with him. He told Luke as he was now 

getting older, he had to start letting the younger confrere getting involved, even though he was now left on 

his own. We need to show care and dignity in the needs of the Elderly. 

We then had a 45 min break for lunch before starting the afternoon session. 

Fr Francis continued on the theme of being “Pilgrims of Hope” by everyday—offering a smile, kind friend-

ship, large shoulder, ready ear,  nice words—all offering seeds of hope 

There are many reasons for Hope, here’s a top five… 

Belief in Everlasting Life 

Christian understanding of dignity of death 

Certainty of Christ’s judgement 

Sacrement of Reconciliation/Penance 

Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Hope as Stella Maris.  
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We then had 2 reflections to read and then discuss The first is about John and how he brought God into his life again. 

 

Continued on next page……….. 
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Reflection One continued…..after reading there was a discussion  
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This is the 2nd Reflection which is an account of the death of Michael Magone, a boy in Don Bosco’s oratory in Valdocco 

who died very young………….. 
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The 2nd Reflection of Michael Magone’s death continued……. 

During the discussion there were several comments that due to Michael’s semi conscience state he must have had a 

foresight of his eventual heavenly immediate future. 

Dying well is the worth purpose of living here in earth. 

That ended Fr Francis’s brilliant presentation which very was appreciated by everyone, provided much reflection and 

food for thought in the chapel for 30 minutes  
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Like all Salesian events, we concluded our Day of Reconciliation having become Pilgrims of Hope  with a concelebrated 

Mass in the chapel with Frs Francis and David. 

Our group of Cooperators after Mass before leaving  for various parts of the UK. 

Photographs from Bernard O’Neill and Kate Wilkinson  

Report by Bernard O’Neill 


